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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

The present application contains claims 1-40. Claims 21-40 were subject to a Restriction 
Requirement under 35 U.S.C § 121 : 

I. Claims 21-29 and 35-40 are drawn to licensing, classified in Class 705, 
Subclass 59; and 

II. Claims 30-34 are drawn to computer, classified in Class 708, Subclass 
100. 

In response to the Election/Restriction Requirement dated as mailed February 6, 2009, 
Applicant elects Group I claims 21-29 and 35-40 for examination. The Restriction Requirement 
between Group I (claims 21-29 and 35-40) and Group II (claims 30-40) is respectfully traversed. 

The Restriction Requirement asserted that Group I and Group II are independent and 
distinct in that they are related as subcombinations and there would be a serious search and 
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examination burden if restriction were not required. As indicated in the claim comparison chart 
below in which the common elements are highlighted in bold and underlined, Applicant 
respectfully submits that independent claims 21 and 30 recite the same functional elements and 
there would be no additional search or examination burden. System claim 30 recites hardware 
elements which perform the same functional features as recited in method claim 21. Since the 
functional features in claim 30 cannot be ignored, any search would have to include a search for 
elements that perform these functions which correspond to the same fimctions recited in method 
claim 21 . Accordingly, both claims 21 and 30 would necessarily entail the same search. 



21. A utilization method within a 
communication network, the method 
comprising: 


30. A utilization system within a 
communication network, said system 

comprising: 


receiving a service request message from a 


an input device for receiving a service request 


service consumer; 


message from a service consumer: 


generatins a meter event request associated 


a generator for generating a meter event 


with the service request: 


request associated with the service request: 






comparing the actual content of a cache 


a cache memorv for storing the meter event 


memorv with at least one parameter; 

storing the meter event request in the cache 


requests: 

a cache controller for controUine the cache 
memorv: and 


memorv or 


sending the meter event request and the 


an invocator for sending the meter event 


content of the cache memorv to a metering 


requests to a metering service in order to 


service in order to process the meter event 


process the meter event requests; 


requests based on the comparison: 
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wherein said at least one parameter is 


wherein said system comprises a cache enabler 
for evaluating if any meter event request may 
be stored in the cache memory, aiid a monitor 
for evaluating how nianv meter event 


associated with the service request and a 


predefined convention^ and said parameter 


\ defines how event rctjucsts may 


be stored in the cache memory. 


requests mav be stored in the cache memoii- 
de||)endini^ on at least one parameter 


associated with the recjtuest and a predefined 
conyention. 



As evident from the claim chart, independent claims 21 and 30 recite basically the same 
functional elements and any search would necessitate searching for these same functional 
elements common to both claims. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the Restriction 
Requirement is respectfully requested. 

In the event the Examiner wishes to discuss any aspect of this response, please contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number below. Action on the merits is awaited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joachim Bruchlos 
(Applicant) 

Date: March5,2Q09 By:4Jia5-i2^^. 

Charles L. Moore 
Registration No. 33,742 
Moore & Van Allen PLLC 
P.O.Box 13706 

Research Triangle Park, N.C. 27709 
Telephone: (919) 286-8000 
Facsimile: (919) 286-8199 
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